after his training at St. Bartholomew's Hospital, he became assistant to Jones Quain, Professor of Anatomy and Physiology at the University of London. When aged thirty-one years, he became lecturer in anatomy and physiology at the Middlesex Hospital and assistant editor of the Lancet under Thomas Wakley, whose son, Thomas Henry Wakley, he had coached (Plarr, 1930) . He was consulting surgeon to the St. Pancras Infirmary, and on 20 February 1845 he was elected F.R.S.
The Editor of the Lancet guided him into dermatology, by advising him to become so identified with skins that when he entered a room the company would scratch themselves. Dermatology and skilful investments in the shares of gas and railway companies enabled him to leave a fortune of £200,000, most of which reverted to the Royal College of Surgeons after the death of Lady Wilson.
There can be no doubt of his generosity, for he restored Swanscombe Church, rebuilt the headmaster's house at Epsom College, founded a scholarship at the Royal College of Music, endowed a chair of,pathology at Aberdeen University, and established a Chair of Dermatology at the Royal College of Surgeons. With the object of promoting the study of the Pathology together with the Anatomy and Physiology, human and comparative, of the Skin and its Appendages, Erasmus Wilson gave to the College the sum of £5,000 New Three Per Cent Consols, under a Deed of Trust, D. Geraint James dated 8 July 1869, to found and endow a Professorship of Dermatology. The Council appointed Sir Erasmus Wilson to the Professorship, and during the period 1870-78 he delivered six lectures annually, and presented to the Museum a large collection of casts and models used in illustration of his lectures.
In 1879 certain alterations in the terms of the Trust were effected with the approval of the Founder, providing that the income derived from the Fund should be devoted to the promotion of original researches by lectures delivered at the College, the number of such lectures not to exceed three in any one year, and to be given by one or more persons to be called Erasmus Wilson Professors of Pathology.
In (Table 2) , and in 1870 presented to the College of Surgeons his extensive and valuable collection of drawings and models illustrating diseases of the skin. The College marked its appreciation of these benefactions by presenting him with its Honorary Medal, which had only been bestowed thirteen times since it was instituted in 1802.
D. Geraint James
He popularized the use of the ordinary bath as well as the Turkish bath in-England. From the proceeds of his large dermatological practice, he gave £5,000 to found a chair of dermatology at the Royal College of Surgeons; and it was fitting that he was the first Professor (1870-1878). He was also founder-editor of the Journal of Cutaneous Medicine. (fig. 1) . He was justifiably proud of this painting for it had been exhibited in the Royal Academy (1840), and it was natural that he should expect it to have a place of honour in the Society's Hall. It is said that he was horrified and Two Contrasting Nineteenth-Century Surgeon Dermatologists incensed to find, in the course of a visit, that the painting had been relegated to a basement, and for this insensitive act he cut the Medical Society of London out of his will. The Society's loss was to the Royal College of Surgeons' gain, so it is hoped that the College will help to clean this splendid Academy portrait and allow the faded inscriptions behind his right shoulder to be deciphered, and the pathology pots in front of his left hand to be recognized. It is a long-established rumour that one of the pots carries Napoleon's stomach, so the present Curator of this collection receives many requests for sample specimens; in fact, there is no basis to this apocryphal story. 
